
604 THE PRIZE-MEN AND PRIZE SYSTEM.-EXAMINATIONS AND HONOURS.

" should be renewed, because he believed that no man could be
" a good surgeon in the present state of society, who had not
" studied disease in all its forms."

We should be amongst the last to desire either that rigid
economy should not be practised by the State in the adminis-
tration of its gratuities, or that the philanthropy and charitable
exertions of the public should receive a check from the

interference of Government, but as we have before shown, it
is clear that the establishment and support of Lock Hospitals,
and with them, indeed, the general hygiene and medical police
of prostitution, form exactly one of those subjects the care and
administration of which are rather for the hands of the rulers

than of the people. 
0

THE complaints of the want of medical officers in the navy
are loud and frequent. The answers betray the most stolid
indifference. The principle laid down by the First Lord of
the Admiralty is, that gun-boats, intended to carry only thirty-
six, and of which there are only eight or ten altogether, do not
require medical officers. What the 360 seamen, whose duty
will carry them into many hazards to life and limb, will say
to this doctrine, we shall probably learn. Candour would

have prompted a different answer. It might have been urged
on the part of the Admiralty, with some showof truth, if not
of reason, that the gun-boats are sent out thus unprovided
because they have made the service so unpopular, that to fill up
the requisite complement of medical officers is quite out of
their power.
We presume that another excuse, urged by Sir JAMES

GRAHAM, that it was impossible, with any regard for the
co,nvo2-t of a 7)medical officer, to find room for one on board’
these gun-boats is lookedupon at the Admiralty, as.an excellent
official joke !

Correspondence.
"Audi alteram partem."

THE PRIZE-MEN AND PRIZE SYSTEM.

WE have received two more letters bearing upon the subject
of the present system of distribution of prizes at the medical
schools. Both appear to have been elicited by the letter of
" A Prize-man," which was inserted in the last number; and
both agree in supporting the statements and the views of our
correspondent there expressed.
The first is from our former correspondent " X. ," whose

communication in reference to the recent distribution of prizes
at the London Hospital appeared in our pages some short time
since. He supports the prize system on the ground of the
encouragement it is calculated to give to the cultivation of
the higher mental qualifications so useful in the prosecution of
study of every description. "The most useful man," says our
correspondent, " in an intellectual point of view, is he who
can bring to bear on any subject in a given time the greatest
amount of mental machinery. The questions-what does a
man know?-what has he done?-are of minor importance
when compared with the broader considerations-what are his
capacities for knowing?-what his capabilities for doing? Has
he the emulation that prompts to action, the curiosity that
will not be idle, the resolution that will not falter, the single-
ness of purpose that will not waver, the patience that will not
tire, and the practised memory that will not fail? The edu-

cation, medical or otherwise, which takes no account of these
things, is poor and incomplete ; the system which most culti-
vates these qualities fuliils its aim the best." Our corre-

spondent argues that, although the prize system cannot create
these qualities of the mind, its tendency is to call them into
action when present. He dwells upon the necessity of some
such kind of stimulus as is afforded by the hope of distinction
to urge on the student to fresh exertions when wearied and
dispirited with the difficulties which he has to encounter in

his pursuit of knowledge; and discourages the belief that a
man who has cultivated such qualities of mind will rest content
with a distant knowledge of his subject, that he will feel un-
interested to behold at the bedside those symptoms which he
has mastered in his closet, or that when he beholds them he
should do so without being benefited and improved by so
doing. There are, he admits, some men who have attained
great excellence in certain mechanical parts of our art by a
strict attention to the cultivation of these powers, to the
exclusion of that mental culture which they deride; but such
acquirements may be attained by any dissecting-room porter,
and are as unworthy of comparison with the higher intellectual
powers as are a man’s fingers with his mind. " X." expresses
his belief that prizes are generally carried off by those who
combine practical acquirement with theoretical knowledge, as
he has frequently known the highest degree of the one fail
before a proper combination of both. He concludes by hoping
that, if the matter is to be taken in hand with a view to
change, the question shall be, not whether prizes shall be
given, but what is the best mode of adjudging them.
The second letter to which we have referred is signed
A Prize-man of 1851, now Surgeon to a Public Institution."
The writer bears testimony to the truths contained in "Prize-
man’s" letter of last week. "Truths," he says, "altogether
opposed to the vainly cherished sophistry of the pseudo-
practical man, whose highest aim is but to conceal under a
cloak of false reasoning the nakedness of his sterile, uncultured
mind. I knew some of these when a student at old Bartholo-
mew’s, and well remember their sentiments, who, from feelings
of inefficiency, the genuine offspring of idleness and ignorance,
were ever averse to undergo the test of an examination, know-
ing full well that their so-called practical acquirements’ could
never bear investigation; and yet these very characters are
apt to rough-ride a reading man, using the delusive arguments
your correspondent so truthfully quotes, and forgetting the
real facts which he as lucidly explains." Our correspondent
then suggests that, in the place of the present plan of prize
distribution, a system of compulsory examination should be
instituted, to which each student should be required to submit
himself at the end of every session, upon pain of the non-
signature of his schedule; and that whatever rewards are dis-
tributed shall be awarded as the result of a general examination
in all the subjects which have been taught during the past
session, so that there may be no room left for the entertainment
of those paltry feelings of jealousy which now sometimes dis-
turb the good fellowship which should prevail amongst students,
although they are rivals. " Not only," he says, " would this
tendency be checked by enforcing universal competition, but
it would have, moreover, the advantage of compelling each
one who wished to gain distinction to prepare himself in every
subject, and not as many I have personally known, who, under
the present 1’&eacute;gi’llle, deem it no shame to master pro tem a
manual of physiology or an anatomists’ vade-mecum,’ so that
they may have the &eacute;clat of a gilded prize, and the smiles of
their mistaken teachers; and I know many, also, who never
would try for prizes because they were too modest and indif-
ferent to distinction; but if they had only sufficient foresight
to perceive the value which these tributes to talent, real or
fictitious, prove hereafter to their accredited owners, I am sure
that many would seek them who at present refuse to come in."

EXAMINATIONS AND HONOURS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sin,&mdash;In last week’s LANCET is the following advertisement :-
Apothecaries’ Hall, London.-The next Examination in
Classics and Mathematics will take place on Tuesday, July
18th. The subjects are-in Greek, the First twelve Chapters
of the Acts of the Apostles, and the 2nd Book of Homer’s
Iliad; in Latin, the 2nd Book of Virgil’s aeneid, and the
Cataline War by Sallust; in Mathematics, the 1st Book of
Euclid; Arithmetic and Algebra, including Simple Equations."
Now this is only a preliminary examination, to be followed

after three years’ close study by a searching examination in the
many difficult and complicated subjects of our noble science-
requiring an education as extensive and complete as that of
any other profession. Then why should we not have a more
dignified title than what is conveyed by a Licentiate of the
Apothecaries’ Company, or compounder of drugs? The public
will attach importance to titles, though we as a body may dis-
regard them; nevertheless we do often hear the observation
made, " Oh, he is only an apothecary," and the long list of
names published twice a year by the Scotch Universities,
proves the fact that many members of our profession are alive


